For when I die...

Message
TIP - Write a message here to the person who reads this document

My full name
My home address
My date of birth
The key person/people to contact in case of my death
They are my… (son, daughter, executor etc)

Their contact details are…

I have made a will, it is kept here 1
TIP - if you haven’t, you probably should get a solicitor-written will, a service which is often
offered in return for a charitable donation

1

Edit or delete as necessary
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I have a pre-paid funeral plan 2
TIP - Don’t feel pressured into taking out a pre-paid funeral plan, it can be just as good to keep
your money in a savings account, because of the fees charged by the plan provider and
commissions paid out to the person who arranged it.
Plan details -

I have set aside money to pay for my funeral
Bank:
Account No:
Sort code:

Telephone tree – who to call
I attach a list of people to call and have highlighted those who should be asked to let
others know.

Newspaper ? Online announcement
No | Yes * (say where) | No Preference

I have decided to be
Buried | Cremated *
Name of natural burial ground, cemetery or crematorium

2

Edit or delete as necessary
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Have I reserved a plot?
No | Yes* - the papers relating to this are attached
Location:
No, I would like my ashes to be scattered. (TIP - this requires the landowner’s consent
and is not great for the environment or ecologically sound)

Funeral director
[ ] None if possible (using a FD is not a legal requirement in the UK)
First choice
Second choice

Preferred coffin / shroud
(TIP - locally made from biodegradable materials such as wicker, wood, wool, or recycled fabrics
like cotton sheets)

Before the funeral
Embalming - An unnatural, invasive and toxic process, also called hygienic treatment by some
FDs. If you are having a natural burial you should ask not to be embalmed - the poisonous
chemicals will kill soil microbes and leech into groundwater)
I do | I do not * wish to be embalmed

Where to rest
before the funeral for some or all of the period
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I would like to be buried with / next to
(TIP - You can reserve an adjacent plot in most cases. Also, extra cremated remains can be
included as part of a burial, even your pet’s ashes can go in with you.)

Viewing
(TIP - for some this is important, but don’t delay viewing)
I am happy for my body to be viewed: No | Yes * | No Preference
Instructions for laying out
My family may/may not* help lay me out if they wish

Hair
Clothes, glasses etc.
(TIPS - it’s a struggle to dress a dead body which you might prefer to avoid.
For natural burial, choose natural, biodegradable fabrics like cotton, silk, wool, leather etc.)

Make-up

www.leedam.com

The funeral
Think about what’s important when organising your funeral…

Funeral Service
Who to invite

Type of service
(Tip: Services at crematoriums, natural burial grounds, and cemeteries can be religious and
non-religious or of mixed religion. You can also choose to have no service at all.)

Dress code
Arrival perhaps you would like to arrive on a hay-trailer behind a vintage tractor…
Venue (Tip: You can have a funeral service anywhere - at your local pub, hotel, your home, or
even outdoors with a simple committal beforehand, and maybe a wake there too after the
funeral.)

Celebrant / Minister
Words… provide some help with an outline of your life, special events (we have collected
some here http://www.leedam.com/words-and-music.html).
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Order of ceremony sheet
Folded A4 card with a paper insert sheet? (TIP: why not include a seed card, pack of seeds or
acorn to take away to plant?)

Photograph

Readings

Music

www.leedam.com

Video

Flowers (TIP - instead of florist’s flowers, gather flowers from the garden or specimens from
the veg patch. Alternatively suggest a favourite item like a hat, flag, fishing gear, model boat,
remote-controlled car etc. to be placed on the coffin)

Photos
Photography/video recording

Special things - like a hat, emblem, craftwork, baking, scent, tipple, crossword...

Collection – which charity?
Special instructions
Vehicles (hearse, limo, own cars etc)
Bearers (list if there are any people you would like to be asked to bear the coffin)
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Gathering after funeral service
Place

Instructions

Newspaper report
Memorial
Type of memorial
(if any is permitted)

Inscription

Anniversaries
Tree Planting
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FINANCIAL MATTERS
I attach a list of my bank accounts, building society accounts, savings bonds, insurance plans,
pension plans, shares and investments etc

BUSINESS MATTERS
I attach a list of my Business partners, Solicitor, Accountant, Landlord(s), Tenant(s) etc
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